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were ween aloft in the area between Gumrak snd the FW eamps in
Stalingrad (4845 N/4431 E) and over the Tsaritsa Glen. They came
from the direction of Gumrak and fodlewed the Tsaritsa Glen. Not
before the late fall of 1952 did it hecome apperent that the jet
planes might be stationed at the aipfield located near Gumrak.
Although no take-offs and landinge were dirs rved, the kind
of Tlying activity seen supported this assumpt fhe jet aircraft
were always seen flying from the diresction of Gumrak along the
Tsaritsa Glen to the eastern bank of the Volga River. After ssveral
turns and power dives over the town and ‘subsegueit steep climbe,
they flew toward Gumrak. The aircraft were seen for about 15 te \
20 minutes. When flying in formation ef thres; the aireraft made
several turns over the town and returned tovard Gumrak, No other
type aircraft or flying activity was notiévdw Gumrak. 1

The first jet aircraft were seen in the air spase ever Stalingrad
after the fall of 1950. They usually flew individuslly, at high
altitudes and often emitted vapor trails. After 1951, individual
jet aircraft with two vapor trails were eceasionally seen flying
at very altitudes. After May 1953, considersbly mors jet sircraft
were seen in the air space over Stalingred, They flew mostly in
two-ship elements or loose formation of 5 er 6 flights, flying
turns over the town. After May 1953 flying metivity by jet aireraft
was conducted in fair westher and below 1,000 meterss They flew in
two-ship elements, one aircraft lemgth apart. When flying in large
formations, they spread out and flew umusually wide turns. A jet
aircraft seen flying an inclination angle m{m fiight peth in
early May 1953 had a remarkable step in the fuseélage. These
observations were made with jet aireraft at night flying in August
or September 1952, The aircraft were not statiened at one of the
airfields known in the Stalingrad sres. They slwiye spproached from

& northerly direction and, upon flying over the %own ares, sgain

turned northward. 1

On two subsequent daye in early September 1952, sbout 100 four-
engine conventional aircraft in fermstions of fyrom five to seven
were aloft over Stalingrad. The individial fopmations flew at an
altitude of about 4,000 meters in irrsgular order. They approsched
from the gouth and turned over Stalimgrad at an-estimated angle of
about 345°. :

Tt was frequently noticed that regular treadeasts by radio Stalingrad
were interrupted because of an annoumecement of letter greup "S G ".
Since these letters were usually given during bad weathier or at night,
it was assumed that aircraft approached Stalingrad taking bearings

on the Stalingrad transmitter. 2

On the occasion of Air Force Day in fugust 1953, twe formations of
about nine DC-3 aircraft each apfiveashsd Stalingrad in close
formation from the north and drapped about 3 gumtista each
over Stalingrad airfield from an altitude of about 300 meters.

In July 1952, a helicopter, whigh allegedly belonged to a Moseow
motion picture oorporation, repsstedly teek eff or landed at the
Volga-Don Canal in order to take pietures of the sluice installations.
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3. In December 1952 and Janmary 1953, an sirfield of an estimated
3 x.3 km was observed to be located 2 or 3 km northeast of Gumrek
airfield. At the time of observation, a take-off and landing strip '
of about 1,200 to 1,500 meters was cleared from snow at the northwest
end of the landing field. The locatien of ths ocleared ‘strip corresponded
with the direction of approach of the aireraft taking off and landing
at the field. Not less than two large haingars and other brick buildings
were located along the northeasterm border of the field which wad
bordered by a road. An iron lattice mast about 25 meters high and
braced by ropes was apparently loeated immedistely outsids the
airfield, on the extension of the northwest-southeast diagenal
through the field. It seemed that the installation was either ‘the
Stalingrad radio broadcasting station or the radie station which
transmitted the radio signals "S G®, =~ ' '

The airfield was usually used only by commereial aireraft whieh
maintained regular air line traffie; that is from 4 to 6 aireraft
flew the line daily. It seemed that &lse at night, 1 or 2 commercial
aircraft regularly approached the field. It was remarkable that
commercial flying activity decreused during the winter months. No
air activity was noticed during IFR weather conditlions. &fter IFR
weather conditions of long duratien, whieh was very seldem in the
Stalingrad area, air activity by commereial sireraft increased to
an unusual extent, with up to 20 cemmercial aireraft being aloft

daily. Then, flying gradually drepped to noimal traffic.

Commercial aircraft were of type DC-3 and, af¥er about 19533, mostly
of type IL-12, No four-engine commercisl planes were seen making
intermediate landings in Gumak. ‘ ' o

During the months of August and September 1952, nighiflying with
jet alrcraft was conducted for aboub 4 weeks duriag clear- nights
from Gummek airfield. The landing at Gimwrak sisrfisld was definitely
noticed from the FW hospital. Flying was conducted with position
lights at low altitudes and also a% altitudes of between 1,000 and
1,500 meters, first by individual aireraft wvhich vere aloft over
Stalingrad for about 30 to 40 minutes. Later, two-shipmelements of
two simultaneously were aloft, flying in wide-spread order, During
these air activities, Gumrak airfield wes heevily 1lluninated, and
the letters "S G " were frequently broadsastdl ower radlc Stalingrad.
On starry nights, the reddish glow from jet tailpipes below the
aircraft fuselage weie clearly vigible. The aireraft had an
estimated horizontal speed of about 500 %o 600 km/ph.

During the period of night flying, small growps of Soviet Alr Ferce
officers in the rank of captain er mejer were obssrved in Stalingrad.
They were between 2/ and 26 years of age, tall, snd of well-growmed
appearance. Their uniform consisted of dark~khakl colored trousers
and jackets and visor caps with rich .golden emlroidery. They wore a
short dagger on a pouchbelt and ware generally referred to as
Turbochniki from Moscow. They nade & far better appearance than

the air force personnel usually seen in Stalingrad. After September
1952 up to September 1953, night flying or daytime flying by jet
aircraft were no longer observed frem Cxmrsk. 1 -
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In February and March 1953, Sovist spldiers semplained that they
had to build‘structures at Gumrak airfield despite the heavy eold
and that these structures had to be compdeted by spring. Officers
allegedly stated that these installations were to serve the take~
off of small aircraft occupied by one pilét, and that the alrcraft
were to be employed against enemy aircraft at high altitudes. It
seemed that the planes were to teke off by means of compressed air
or the like immediately prior to the approach of enemy aireraft.
No confirmatory observations were miade up. to late Septunbor 1953,
however, 3

Activity at Stalingrad-I airfield eoncentrated on premiiitary
training of youths and exercises of discharged Soviet Air-Forece
pilots. Subjects of training at the fisld were elementary courses

for pilote,training € gliders in airplane towing, individual perachute
jumping with single and double parachutes frém biplanes, -ahd: etunt
flying which included loops, recoveries, shsrp banks and rells, 4

On several subsequent days in October 1952, individuel biplanes
took off and landed at an uncultivated steppe area south of the
premises of the Zavod aluminum plant, & DC~-3 made an intermediate
landing during the same period. No &ir activity was noticed there
after that time. 7

In 1952, a Soviet major stated that.a schpol: !'ar jet airereft pilots
was located in Kuibyshev (5311 N/5010 E) and that many accidents
occurred, with the aircraft frequently erashing from altitudes of
100 and 150 meters.

In the spring of 1952, a single jet aircraft for the firat time

was observed taking off from an ares near Gumpak; whers an sirfield
was assumed to be stationed, After that time, indfvidual jet
aircraft or, occasionally, 6 jet aireraft werms seen taking off at
short intervals, mostly on three ‘subseguent Mé during the week.
Fellow PWs stated that "fast jet sircraft! ve ﬁntianed at the
field near Gumrak. The aircraft menticmed had -back wings but
no auxiliary gas tanks were seen, & ligh% ape ' arl
took off from Gumrak airfield and subsm - practic

flying in the air space over the Volgs: River for 30 minutes. Piston-
engine biplanes and twin-engine aireraft also tegk off from the
field near Gumrak in addition to the jet aireraft. 1

It appared that elementary trainming for pilots was conducted at
Stalingrad-I airfield., 4

School flying and paracmim Jumping were observed at Stalingrad-I
airfield. Especially from the summer up te September 1953, single
jet aircraft, individually, in two-ship elements or in some
instances in flights were seen aleft at an altitude of 1,500 to
3,000 meters from the PW hospital during the erly morning hours
a.nd in the late afternoons. They eame freim & northwesterly direetion
and flew at a speed of about 800 lm/ph. They flew wide turns over
the Stalingrad area and turned toward the Northwest. The fsct that
the aircraft were always observed elimbing from the northwest,
reaching the maximum altitude over the Stalingrad alr space and
descending again toward the northwest, it vas inferred that their
home base was located northwest of Angrad, The jet alroraft had
swept-back wings and high set horizontal stabilizer. The landing
gear was always retracted over the FW hospital.l On two days in
the summer of 1953, a twin-jet aireraft was seen from the hospital
approaching from a nertherly directisn. The airerafi turned toward
the north after a wide turn over Stalingrad. The jet engines were
fitted on either sﬂbelow the wings at the fuselage, The wings
were less swept back than those of the single jek mireraft. The
appearance of twin—ﬁ:raf‘b were the topic of conversation

for several days. 6 25X1
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10. Between June and late September 1953, an airfield was observed 4 or
5 km north of the Dzherzhinski traetor plant on the northeastern
perimeter of Stalingrad. A three-méter metalled road led toward
the north from Stalingrad via the settlement of the tracter plant
and a ravine north of the plant. About 1 km north of the ra.vine,
the road turned toward the northeast. An asphalt road, 10 meters
wide, branched off the aforementioned read towsrd the north, The
asphalt road was completed about off the southern border of the
aluminum plant which was located about 300 meters west of the
road and about 1,500 to 2,000 metsre weat of the airfield. The
area of the a.irfield consisted of £lat steppe with lew brushwerk.
The buildings of the aluminum plant were not higher than 15 meters.
A long-dista.ncg 13’. e led northwerd through the area from Stalingrad. :
The airfield -ef-n‘g—to be an advance airfield. 25X1
activity was first observed there in My 1953. ptem
1953, 2 or theee- wory buildings were constructed imadiatily
near the field, The about 50 to 70 cmﬁruztiemmrkeru working
near the field wore Soviet green fatigue uniform with garrison
caps. They did not wear epaulets or tranch-of-serviee insignia.
The field had no borders. The landing field was covered with steppe
grass. No runways, taxiways and hangars wers available. Several
camouflaged tents were erscted at the scuthern border of the field.
Flying was also conducted in rainy mthar Little air activity
was observed., Only biplanes were obsérved. They flew individually.
Only once was & two-ship element obeerved: flying tight circles over
the field, Air Force officers riding in sedans and trucks were
frequently seen on the road between Stalingrad and the aluminum
plant, They wore new dress uniforms with lapsls and black neckties .57

11, 1In the summer of 1951, the first jet aireraft with swept-back wings
and without fuselage steps were seen in the air space over Stalingrad.
They were observed there until the GM of the peried of observation
in September 1953, Until that time, air aetivﬁy by turbo jet planes
currently increased. The aircraft flew iﬁi ldually or in elements
of two at an altitude of 600 meters. They apprmhed the western
perimeter of the town, where an airfield was assumed to be loeated,
flew over Camp No 6124/1 and the town in an easterly direction.

After a short time, they returned eneireled the western town ares
presumably, to land, No pursuit or atteek exercises were noticed.
Regular take-offs and landings by pasgenger planes were observed

from the aforementioned airfield and another loeated nearby. The
aircraft made several turns over the assumed airfield prior to landing.
It could not be determined whethér the turbo-jet aireraft and plston-
engine aircraft were stationed on ome and the same airfield. 1

In the summer of 1952, cargo gliders towed by twin-engine conventional
aircraft were several times seen aleft. They apparently landed in the
same area west of the town. No swch aireraft were seen there after
that time. A sports plane which engaged in stunt flying was mostly
seen there during the summer months, Parachute jumping over, or

near, the western perimeter of the town inereaséd considerably in
1953, During the summer months, espeeially at nightfall, about 6

men each with a conventional white parachute wers dropped from an
altitude of about 500 meters, presumebly from twin-engine aircraft.
Only once were there aircraft observed from whieh the men jumped at
-a time, Parachute jumping was condueted st irregular intervals. The
jumping area was located near the area of the jet aireraft or
commercial aircraft airfield. No unususlly 1n'bonaivo ah' activity

was observed over Stalingrad. 5 -
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Comment. The report indicates that, at least in 1952, the
Stalingrad-Gumrak airfield was occupied by a Soviet jet airerafi

unit, | |did not observe turbe~jet flying
in Gumrak after September 1952. that jet
aircraft were seen until their departure in September 1953, It

is possible, that the airfield served civilian traffic up to late
1951 and was then occupied by a Soviet jet sfwarafi naeimant The
jet aircraft with steps in the fuselages
‘ were presumably Yak~-23s, These aireraft
obviously were not stationed in the Stalingrad area. The jet air-
craft] presumably were
MiG-15s which are stationed in Gumrak. : ‘

Comment. The vague description of. the structures under

construction at Gumrak airfield does not allow definite conclusions.

The structures may have been catapult installations for intercept
service.

Coment. It is known that premilitary training is conducted
a alingrad-I airfield, which had hitherto been referred to as
Stalingrad-North airfield.

| Comment . | ‘ failpd to
distinguish air activity at Gumrak and Stalingrad-I airfields.

| Comment, The fact that twin-jst aireraft allegedly with
more or less swept back wings were obssrved in the USSR and also

in the satellite states is of interest. However, fhere has not

been sufficient information received on this &ubjeet as yet to
arrive at any conclusion. ‘
have been seeing alreraft of type 11-28 or
ary gasoline tanks. This type of information

must be traced very carefully.

Comment . Contrary to rrevious assumptions, Stalingrad-
orodizhkh airfield was not taken out of
operatlon. the aluminum plant was constructed
west of the airfield.

CONFIDENTIAT
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